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The sun was shining on a
crowd of over 50 people that
had come to celebrate the

completion of another beautiful
home for the Darlene Baker
family. You couldn’t help but feel
the excitement. Does it sound
familiar? What is amazing is that
this home was built by volunteers.
Some have been doing this for the
last 12 years. The commitment of
our volunteers, our donors, and
our business partners is incredible.
There are no words to express our
gratitude to them. We have been
blessed to have the support of
such a group. We look forward to
working with them next year.

Perhaps the commitment of our
faithful can best be explained by
the words spoken by Judge A.J.
Wagner at the dedication. These
are his words.

This is the story of two nails. On
my desk, behind my computer’s
keyboard and out of public view,
lies the first nail—a replica of a nail
that would have been used to nail
Jesus to the cross. About ten
inches long and dull at the point, it
looks like a slimmed down version
of a railroad spike. My attention
was drawn to this nail when I
received a visit from my long-time

friend, Mike Conway, who asked if
I would be willing to say a few
words at the dedication of this
house built through Habitat for
Humanity by the organization
Catch the Building Spirit, a
partnership of Catholic parishes
and Presbyterian congregations.

The second nail comes from my
basement. It is a ten penny nail
used in the construction of walls. It
is much smaller in size, much
sharper, and would be used for a
very different purpose than the first
nail. Side by side you can see
these nails have differences, but
they are very much connected.

The first nail was given to me by
a friend to remind me of our faith
in God’s salvation obtained
through his son. It constantly
prompts me to remember Jesus’
first command: “You shall love the
Lord, your God, with all your
heart, with all your soul, and with
all your mind.”

The second symbolizes our love
for each other. Nails like this are
used by an amazing group of
people who come together to live
out Jesus’ second command: “You
shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” Nails like this are used to
build floors to walk on, stairs to

climb, or a roof to protect a family
from the elements. With this nail
the builders express their love by
bringing hope to a neighbor with
not enough hope.

Paul proclaims in his first letter
to the Corinthians: “So faith, hope,
and love remain, these three; but
the greatest of these is love.”
Together, these two nails are a
testament to that statement.

I have had the first nail on my
desk for several years. It has
always been a reminder of my faith
and the hope of salvation. But to
make that faith and hope
complete, I will now place the
second nail, the one that speaks of
your love through the work you

“You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.”
—Matthew 22:22–34

A Story of Two Nails

Judge A.J. Wagner speaks
at dedication

See Two Nails, page 2
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Welcome Home!
By Chris Ellis

Call to Family,
Community

and Participation
“It is a strict duty of justice and truth not to
allow fundamental human needs to remain
unsatisfied, and not to allow those burdened
by such needs to perish. It is also necessary to
help those needy people to acquire expertise,
to enter the circle of exchange, and to
develop their skills in order to make the best
use of their capacities and resources”

—Pope John Paul II, On the Hundredth
Anniversary of Rerum Novarum (Centesimus
Annus [1991]), no. 34.

have done here, with the first. Thanks to all of you and
your inspiration. The two nails together will remind me
to be more than a person of faith. Together they will
remind me to be like you, to be the greatest. They will
remind me that I must also be a person of love.

Two Nails (continued from front page)

Darlene and Jasmine Baker
moved into their new
Habitat home at 245 E.

Main St., West Carrollton, almost
immediately after the Dedication of
the House on September 18, 2004.
Their excitement was obvious and
heartfelt as scores of volunteers,
business donors, construction
leaders, church representatives and
community officials welcomed them
to the neighborhood. The weather
was spectacular and was a perfect
backdrop for the handsome two-
story house on its landscaped lawn.

The house will also be home to
Muriel Cook, Darlene’s mother.
Friends helped them move from

north Dayton on the weekend after
the Dedication. Jasmine, Darlene’s
young daughter, has immediately
settled in. She is excited to have the
middle bedroom upstairs all to
herself, though Darlene reports that
Jasmine is in constant motion all
over the house! Blinds are up on all
windows and now Darlene is having
fun planning for curtains and other
decorative touches. Her sister is
coming next month and she is so
pleased to have plenty of room for
her visit. The family is looking
forward to the holidays and thanks
again, everyone, for making this
beautiful house a reality for the
Baker family!

New home owners, Darlene
and Jasmine Baker
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Thank You and Congratulations to Our Supporters
For more information about Catch the Building Spirit or to make a contribution or volunteer your time, please call
the Catholic Social Action Office at 224-3026 or the Presbyterian House Build at Dayton Habitat for Humanity at
586-0860.

If for some reason your name was inadvertently missed, we apologize. Please notify the Social Action Office at
224-3026 so a correction can be made. Thank you.
* IMO denotes In Memory of and IHO denotes In Honor of.

Business Sponsors

Becker Electric
Closet & Storage Concepts
Dave Deger
Detmer & Sons
Dow Chemical
Ernst Concrete
Executive Home Cleaning Services
First and Ten Landscaping
Hunter Douglas
Larson Doors
LeFarge North America
Marshall Home Remodeling
National Pallet & Mulch
Pickrel Bros. Inc.
Sawdust Construction
SBC
Square D
Superior Distribution
Van Con Inc.
Whirlpool Corp.
Yale Locks

Presbyterian Church Sponsors

Central Presbyterian Church
College Hill Presbyterian Church
Corinth Presbyterian Church
Fairmont Presbyterian Church
First Presbyterian Church, Fairborn
First Presbyterian, West Carrollton
Heritage Presbyterian Church
Memorial Presbyterian Church
Parkview United Methodist
Southminster Presbyterian Church
Trinity United Church of Christ
Westminster Presbyterian Church

Participating Catholic Churches
and Organizations

St. Adalbert Parish
St. Albert the Great Parish
Archdiocese of Cincinnati
Ascension Parish
St. Brigid Parish
Catholic Social Action Office
St. Charles Parish
St. Christopher Parish
Emmanuel Parish
St. Francis of Assisi Parish
St. Helen Parish
St. Henry Parish

Holy Angels Parish
Holy Trinity Parish
Immaculate Conception Parish
Incarnation Parish
St. Joseph Parish
St. Leonard Faith Community
Lincoln Park Catholic Community
St. Luke Parish
Marianist Community
Our Lady of Good Hope
Our Lady of Mercy Parish
St. Peter Parish
Precious Blood Parish
Queen of Apostles Parish
Queen of Martyrs Parish
St. Rita Parish
Society Precious Blood

Prayer Leaders

Rev. Mr. Steve Bermick
Rev. Kendall Bryant
John Ewers
Rev. Mr. Richard Janowiecki
Rev. James Manning
Rev. Mr. Ralph O’Bleness
Rev. Doris Whitaker

Meal Providers

Central Presbyterian Church
College Hill Presbyterian Church
Corinth Presbyterian Church
Fairmont Presbyterian Church
Krispy Kreme
Kroger
Meijer
Memorial Presbyterian Church
St. Albert the Great Church
St. Christopher Church
Westminster Presbyterian Church

Contributors & Volunteers

Howard Ackerman
Michael & Susan Adkins
Robert & Helen Alig
Charmiaine Allen
Mark Allison
Nick Anderson
Rev. Angelo Anthony
W. Frank & Gwynedd Armstrong
Eugene Arnold
Karl Ayer

Virginia Bartlam
Michael & Christine Bartz
Ernst Baumgartner
Henry & Sarah Baust
Bob & Pam Beck
Phyllis Beckett
Hans & Irmgard Behringer
Rev. Thomas Beischel
Bryan & Julia Belden
Jerry Bell
Randy Bellinger
John Belt
Paul & Michele Bendik
Frank Bendrick
Stephen & Linda Bermick
Jeffery & Lynn Berrie
Timothy & Lynn Bete
John & Susan Bieber
Rod Bluhm
Will & Leslie Blythe
Brench & Julie Boden
Mel Boerger
Andree Bognar
Janet Bohren
William & Mary Borger
Brian & Angela Boyd
Harry & Barbara Bradbury
Mark & Cheryl Bradley
Jerry Brasier
Teresa Braun
Daniel & Jeri Lynn Braunlin
Ethel Braunlin
Betty Brecht
Richard & Margaret Brenner
Thomas & Lynn Broderick

*IHO of Bob Swab
Greg & Sonya Brooks
Frances Bruns
Anna & Sarah Bryan
Cliff Buchman
Barry Buckingham
Mike Buker
Karen Burkhardt
Greg Busch
Mariah Busher
Gary & Teresa Buttelwerth
Steve & Bette Buttermore
Jeff Calcaterra
Matt Camm
Peter Camm
Steve & Susan Carr
Karen Cassedy
Jeff Caton
Kate Chadwick
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Thank You and Congratulations to Our Supporters
Kathy Gaiser
Shelby Gaiser
Marianne Garcher
Kevin & Kathleen Garnica
Charles Gausling, SM
Filip & Jo Geeraert
Michael & Patricia Geis
Tim & Angela Geist
Marge Gentis
Eugene & Mary Gerber
Judy Gerber
Ron & Toni Gibson
Nicole Giere
Tom Gillig
Phyllis Githens
Clarence Giuliani
Kathy Glass
Walt & Alma Grady
Thomas & Mary Ellen Graham
Robert & Theresa Green
Peter & Carol Greis
Jeff Grieco
Aaron Griffin
Charles & Susan Gross
Eugene & Mary Jane Gross
Stephen & Lori Gunderson
Tom & Kimberly Gunlock
Joseph & Mary Gural
Richad Gustke
Rodney Gustke
James & Constance Haas
Richard & Barbara Haas
Kathleen Hagan
William & Mary Hagan
James & Frances Hageman
Jacob Hall
Lisa Hall
Dave Hamilton
Don Hamilton
David Hammond
Jim & Alex Hannah
James & Lisa Harlan
Stephany Harris
Nancy Harvey
Brian Hausfeld
Amanda Hawker
Michael & Lisa Hayes
Bert & Mary Heckel
Scott Heenan
Terry & Kathy Heizer
Joseph & Caroline Herlihy
Thomas Hesse
F Jack & Birdie Hilbing
Victor & Phyllis Hildebrand
Jo Anna & Kate Hill
Jon & Sherrie Hilty
Debbie Hines
Ronald & Jaccquelyn Hittle
Christine Hnatt
James & Sherri Hobstetter
Roland Hogendooin
Charles & Kathlyn Hollopeter
Howard & Kathleen Honious
Joseph & Prudence Hopkins

Mark, Cyhthia & Kenneth Hornbostel
Chris Howlett
Matt & Tony Hoying
Rick & Susie Iacobucci
Richard & Mary Ann Janowiecki
Miles Jefferies
Angela Johnson
Neil & Jackie Jones
J. Eugene & Irene Kangas
Dave & Joyce Keenan
Richard & Lois Keil
Mel Kelley
Patti Kemper
Steve Kerns
Carl Kienzle
Ronald & Jean King
Paul Klips
Eric Knorr
Mary Koehler
Ronald & Joanne Koesters
Nicole Kolb
Michael & Mary Jo Koons
Gene & Ruth Koop
Sue Koverman
Nick Kreel
William & Marguerite Krein
Dave & Sue Krichbaum
Joyce Krueger
John & Carolyn Krug
Charles & Carolyn Kruse
John & Denise Kuenzer
Peter & Marjorie Kuntz
Cheryl Lamb
Harold & Patricia Lammert
Chuck Landreville
Mark & Carla Lane
Gerald Lang
Jerry Lang
Chuck Lantis
Richard & Kathleen Larimer
EW & Edltrud Lauderback
Christopher Lauricella
G Wm & Jacqueline Lawless
Harold Leahy
Dick Lehman
Chris Leonard
David & Elaine Lewis
Mike Lewis
Robert Lindsey
Steve & Pam Lubbers
Joe Lucas
Brian Lunne
Nicole Lyons
Timothy & Cheryl Magoto
Patrick Maloney
Rev. James Manning
David & Cheryl Mantle
David & Wilma Mantle
W. Joseph & Ilia Mantle
Nicholas & Karen Manzo
Chuck Marshall
Craig & Catherine Marshall
Curtis Marshall
Placido Martinez

Karen Clute
Lillian Collins
David & Helena Cook
Joe Cooper
Thomas Cooper
Steven & Kym Couturier
Jerry & Mary Cozart
Nick Crnkovich
Patricia Crotty
Jessie, Judy & Justin Daley
Michael Daley
Gerry & Susan Daly
Nellie Davis
Renee De Graff
Jack Deddens
Dave Deger
Harry & Anita Delaney
Walter & Bea Delph
Lisa Demoss Collins
James & Jean Desch
Robert DeWall
Brian & Ann Diller
Peter & Paula DiSalvo
Ann Doyle
Don Drake
Bill & Amy Draugelis
Daniel & Shannon Driskell
Terry Drumm
Raymond & Carmelita Duckro
Frances Duell

*IHO Bob Swab
R. E. Duffin
Roger & Rebecca Duffy
Stephanie Dunkle
Al & Marilyn Dunn
Bob Eakins
Ron Earhart
William Earman
Scott & Lisa Eckley
Mike Eckly
Melvin Eifert
John & Chris Ellis
Richard Ellis
Kenneth Enneking
Elwood Ensor
Mike & Ian Erickson
Joe Espelage
Roger & Pauline Everman
Carl Evers
John & Paula Ewers
Michael & Deanna Ewers
Mary Ellen Fargey
Becky Faulkner
Kevin & Katherine Fennewald
Paul & Rita Finke
Drew Fisher
Dwayne Fisher
Paul & Katherine Fleitz
Adam Flesch
Melanie Fox
Rev. Martin Fox
Rose Freson
Linda Fung
Dick Gaiser
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Thank You and Congratulations to Our Supporters
Louise Master
Frank & Florence Mathias
Annette May
Lori Mayo
Sarah McBride Solarek
Susan McCarthy
James & Rose McGee
Felix McGinnis
PJ McLaughlin
Mike & Marie McManus
Neil & Judith McManus
Hal & Sharon Melia
Keith & Pamela Merkle
Jerry Millhouse
Mary Miltenberger
Adam Moffitt
Xavier & Genevieve Monasterio
George & Justin Moorman
Suzanne Moorman
Earl Moreo
Bill & Kathleen Moroney
Ryan Morrison
Tom & Jo Ann Mott
Joseph & Janet Mulcare
Catherine Murphy
Janet Myers
Paul & Nancy Nash
Sandra Neargarder
James & Frances Nees
Izola Neilson
Brian Nicholas
Dale Nieberding
Carolyn Nikolai
Daniel & Carolyn Nolan
Jerry & Nancy Nowak
Ralph O’Bleness
Denise & Colleen O’Connell
Mark & Barbara Olson
John & Mia O’Malley
Edward & Kathleen O’Neil
Jim O’Neil
Thomas Oole
Marlene Orendorf
Tom Orr
John & Karen Ortega
Diane Ostendorf
Mr & Mrs H. J. Osterfeld
Virginia Panfile
Sanjay Patel
Susan Payson
Andre & Therese Pelletier
Louise Perri

*IMO Harold Hageman
J. Dale Petachi
Frank & Amy Petrie
Jordan Pierce
Matthew & Joni Pierce
Will & Roseann Place
LJ & Barbara Polasek
Ariel Prentice
Joshua Prentice
Mary Kuhn Preotle
James & Pamela Prew
Anne Prier

Freda Puthoff
David & Carol Ramey
Kyle & Phyllis Ramey
Ted & Alice Randall
Richard Reams
John Reeber
Reliable Affordable Maintenance Inc.
Kevin Remhof
Heather Ridenow
David Riley
Mary Louise Riley
Iris Rivera
Steven & Deborah Rogers
Luke Rosati
Donald & Nancy Roudebush
Chris Rowlett
Erminio & Angeline Ruffolo
Joe & Sue Sack
Tim Sack
Daryll & Annette Sakada
Joshua & Sabrina Salmon
James & Jill Santos
Ed Saul
D. Nicholas & Jennifer Schaaf
John & Rita Schaefer
Carrie Schilling
Bernie Schiml
Valeria Schmit
John & Erin Schmitz
William & Sharon Schneider
Jim & Mary Ann Schoen
Norman & Kathleen Schrein
Doris Schroer
John & Charlene Schuller
Ed & Betty Schwinn
Joseph & Mary Scullion
Paul & Mila Serve
Jerry Shell
Charles & Jane Shine
Kent & Diane Shirley
Tom Sides
Brian & Sharon Sill
Les & Peggy Sisson
Hugh Skees
Rhonda Smith
Bob Smithson
Roger Snyder
Jeffrey & Karen Solarek
Kathleen Somers
James & Bonita Spears
Leandra Speltz-Craine
Jack & Sandra Spencer
Ronald & Nancy Spieles
Thomas & Joyce Stauffer
Howard Steenbergen
Brenda Stone
Sarah Stridich
Mike Striebel
Pete Stroble
Charles & Diane Stroud
Bill Stueve
James & Rosalie Sturtevant
Ce Ce Sugar
Colin & Mary Sullivan

James & Stephanie Suriano
Robert & Helen Swab
Josephine Sweeney
Systech Environmental Corp.
Susan Szabad
Jenny Terbay
David & Paula Termuhlen
Elizabeth Thaman
The Right Image
Paul & Laura Thimons
James Thompson
James & Sylvia Tillar
Kimberly Timm
Armand & June Tremblay
Jacqueline Trick
Jean Troxell
Mark Trucsjah
Pat Turner
Dwight & Mary Helen Tuuri
Angie Tyler
Walter & Jane Uhlenhake
Jeff & Sarah Umbreit
Sr. Patricia Vales, SC
John & Virginia Vandenbosch
Kevin & Charlotte Vangsness
Eric & Nancy Van Hoose
Theodorus & Michaele Veenhuis
Mike Vendecy
Ronald & Andrea Volkerding
Ron & Christine Volosin
Philip & Elaine Vorherr
Joe & Racheal Voskuhl
Carol & Jeff Wade
Connie Wade
Edward & Kathleen Wagner
James & Jean Wagner
Don Waker
Jim & Jean Webster
Warren & Jean Webster
Thomas & Helen Weckesser
Larry & Emily Weghorst
Karl Weingart
Patrick & Marilynn Welsh
Robert Werner
Chris & Cindy Wettle
Joanne Wible
Rick Willis
Bill Witters
Sean Witters
Joe Wittmann
Martha Wittmann
Tom & Carolyn Wittmann
Robert & Joann Wolf
Harry Worman
Brad Wrodkiewiez
Jack, Chelsea, Katy & Linda Yoder
Patricia Yogan
Roy & Jeanne Youngmann
Steven Yuhas
Steve Zimmer
Marion & Jane Zwolski
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“Strategic Philanthropy”

Many small businesses
send small gifts to clients
and prospects during the

holiday season. We’ve all received
calendars, magnets, letter openers
and note pads.

If you really want to stand out
from the crowd, consider a

different kind of gift: a donation to
“Catch the Building Spirit” in your
clients’ names.

Instead of one more calendar
magnet, your clients will receive
something truly memorable that
does more than give them your
name—it gives them insight into

your personal priorities. This is
what businesses call “strategic
philanthropy.”

Catch the Building Spirit will be
happy to provide you with a
personalized card insert that you
can include along with traditional
holiday greetings:

Catch the Building Spirit is a Dayton affiliate of
Habitat for Humanity that builds quality, affordable
housing in partnership with those who need it.

We have made a donation in your name to support the
efforts of this local, grassroots, all-volunteer nonprofit.

Wishing you the best this holiday season and all year
long…

Your Company Name

There is no set donation amount for the cards, although we suggest $.25 per card as a
guide. Please allow two weeks for printing and mailing of your cards. To receive yours,
simply send the form below along with a check to:

Sharon Schneider
Catch the Building Spirit

4745 Bigger Rd
Kettering, OH 45440

Your name: _________________________________ Name to appear on card: ___________________

Phone number: _____________________________ Address to send cards: _____________________

Donation enclosed: __________________________ ________________________________________

Number of cards requested: ___________________ ________________________________________

Thank you for your donation to Catch the Building Spirit!
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Catching the

Building Spirit!



Source: Breaking Ground, Monthly Newsletter of the Coalition on Homelessness and Housing in Ohio

Child Poverty Rate
and Extreme Poverty Jump in 2003

In a report released recently, the
U.S Census Bureau announced
that 1.3 million more people fell

below the official poverty thresholds
in 2003, leading to a total of 35.9
million people, or 12.5 percent of
the total population. Much of that
increase was among children whose
number in poverty rose from 12.1
million to 12.9 million during 2003.
The coinciding increase in the
nation’s child poverty rate was
statistically significant, jumping from
16.7 percent in 2002 to 17.6 percent
in 2003. In addition, the Center on

Budget and Policy Priorities reported
in its own analysis of the data that
the percentage of poor people living
in extreme poverty reached the
highest level on record. The level for
extreme poverty is less than 50
percent of the poverty threshold:
$4,787 for a single adult, $7,412 per
year for a parent with two children.
In comparison, the average income
for a homeless person is about
$5,600 per year. In 2003, the
number of households living in
extreme poverty increased by 1.2
million to 15.3 million, which

amounts to 43 percent of the total
number living in poverty. The
number of children living in extreme
poverty rose by over half a million.
The full U.5. Census report, which
also includes the numbers related to
health insurance coverage in the
United States, is available at
www.census.gov /hhes/ www/
poverty03.html. The report by the
Center on Budget and Policy
Priorities is available at
wwww.cbpp.org /8-26-04pov.htm.


